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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 05528 101428Z 
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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 XMB-04 OPIC-06 AID-05 IGA-02 /035 W 

071799 

R 101405Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5565 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 

UNCLAS JIDDA 5528 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, SA 

SUBJECT: DAM CONSTRUCTION IN SAUDI ARABIA 
REF (A) JIDDA A-94 (B) JIDDA 5433 

1 . SAG MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND WATER (MAW) RECENTLY 
ANNOUNCED THAT STUDIES HAD BEEN COMPLETED ON CONSTRUCTION 
OF TEN NEW DAMS IN THE ASIR REGION OF SAUDI ARABIA. THESE 
DAMS WILL BE PRIMARILY FOR IRRIGATION USE. 

2. THE ASIR REGION (SOUTHWESTERN SAUDI ARABIA) IS A PRIME 
TARGET FOR AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION IN THE KINGDOM AS 
TEMPERATURES ARE RELATIVELY COOL AND AVERAGE RAINFALL IS 
370MM. 
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